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of defiance and non-cooperation which later marked the
struggle for freedom.
Significantly, Romesh Dutt in his Presidential address
extended his whole-hearted support to the Swadeshi
movement. "Neither the rare instances of disturbance, nor
the unwise measures of repression, are a part and parcel
of the Swadeshi scheme", he declared. "The essence of the
scheme, as I understand it, is by every lawful method, to
encourage and foster home industries, and to stimulate the
use of home manufactures among all classes of people in
India. Gentlemen, I sympathise with this movement with
all my heart, and will cooperate with this movement with
all my power."
He went further to justify the Swadeshi movement, and
added : "The Swadeshi Movement is one which all nations
on earth are seeking to adopt in the present day. Mr. Cham-
berlain is seeking to adopt it by a Scheme of Protection, Mr.
Balfour seeks to adopt it by a Scheme of Retaliation, France,
Germany, the United States, and all the British Colonies
adopted it by building up a wall of prohibitive duties. We
have no control over our fiscal legislation, and we adopt
the Swadeshi Scheme therefore by a laudable resolution to
use our home manufactures, as far as practicable, in prefe-
rence to foreign manufactures. I see nothing that is sinful,
nothing that is hurtful in this. I see much that is praise-
worthy and much that is beneficial".
Finally, he concluded with the exhortation and the warn-
ing : "If we succeed in this noble endeavour, we shall pre-
sent to the world an instance, unparalleled in the history of
modern times, of a nation protecting its manufactures and
industries without protective duties. If we fail in this great
endeavour, and prove ourselves false to the resolution we
have formed and professed, then we shall deserve to remain

